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CULTURE & POLITICS 

5 Kinds of Christians 

Understanding the disparity of those who call themselves Christian in America. 

A new national survey co-sponsored by Leadership. Reported by Helen Lee | posted October 1, 2007 



Jennifer Hua identifies herself as a Christian. A 35-year-old former attorney studying Christian counseling at the 
Wheaton College Graduate School (Illinois), she has gone to church all her life and is a lay leader in her suburban 
Chicago congregation. She furthers her spiritual development by daily Bible reading, prayer, listening to and singing 
worship songs, and interacting with other Christians. And every few months, she carves out time for a silent retreat. "I do 
all of these things because I know from past experience I need to recalibrate my mind and my heart to be in tune with 
God," she says. 
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James Smith also identifies himself as a Christian. He attended church as a child, but his attendance was minimal as a 
young adult. He believes in God, occasionally attends Redeemer Presbyterian in Manhattan when his time-consuming job 
in the finance district allows, but he does not often participate in other activities to further his spiritual life. He has a Bible 
but rarely ... 
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